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Adopting a Green Building Standard 
Good for you, your clients, and the environment!

Due to worldwide energy supply challenges as well as the environmental impact 
of burning fossil fuels, the public is becoming hyper-aware of the costs of 
energy and their home’s global warming impact (a.k.a. “carbon footprint”).  
Therefore, the new standard for residential building is quickly becoming a 
“green” one all over the US and world. 

What does Green Building Include?

�x Energy efficient design, techniques, 
and mechanical systems

�x Techniques for greater durability

�x Healthy Indoor Air Quality

�x Environmentally sensitive sites 
and landscaping

�x Reducing construction 
waste

�x Water conservation 

�x Environmentally preferable 
materials

Standards, Oversight, and Measurement 

Organizations like the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and the US Green 
Building Council have created standards for energy efficient and “green” 
building to help label and market construction practices.  More about the
standards: www.energystarhomes.com and www.usgbc.org/leed/homes .

The Center for Ecological Technology (CET) is a 3rd party verification 
provider for the ENERGY STAR Homes Program and the LEED for Homes 
program.  Both new construction projects and extensive reconstruction 
of residential properties can qualify for either program.  

When you use green building principles and materials you provide your 
clients with greater value.  More than any set of standards or rules, the 
knowledge and skills you show your clients will convince them that you are 
willing and able to help them achieve a greener home.  

Decide what areas of green building you feel ready to tackle – energy 
conservation, reducing waste, environmentally preferable materials, etc.   
Your clients will appreciate your sharing this knowledge and the additional 
comfort and care you take with their project!
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Discussing Green Building with Your Clients

When discussing a new home or remodeling project with a potential 
client, the following targeted questions will convey that you have the 
interest and skills to execute the job using green principles and 
materials and with the client’s health and comfort in mind.  With 
remodeling projects, you may be able to identify home performance 
or healthy home problems that can be addressed to add value.  

Suggested questions to use with your clients:

1. Would you like your project to be built to Energy Star standards?

New and extensive remodeling projects can qualify for the Energy Star Homes Program.  
Utility incentives and sponsorship may be available.  Call CET at 413-586-7350 x 21 to see 
if your project can fit under Energy Star guidelines.

2. Do you have any allergies or health concerns?

If yes, talk to them about low-VOC paint and methods for controlling moisture in the home 
(www.epa.gov/mold  has good information on preventing mold).

3. Can I help you select appliances and lighting that will contribute to lower energy bills?

In new homes: You can suggest compact fluorescent bulbs & Energy Star appliances.  
Today there are many choices that fit both design and high performance.  

In older homes: If their heating  bills are high, ask how old their heating system is.  
Upgrading an old system, installing insulation, and performing air sealing would be ways 
to increase the comfort of their home, even if they are only hiring you to remodel a 
kitchen!  Most utility companies have free energy audits, financial incentives, and low-
interest loans to help your client get these measures implemented if the program 
contractors are used (insulation, etc.).  Suggest they call MassSAVE): 1-866-527-7283.

4. Are you interested in using local wood or sustainably-harvested woods in your project?  
(CET has some names of local wood suppliers.)

5. I can suggest using recycled products to stretch your budget and make room for some 
of the other features you would like.

The ReStore at 250 Albany Street, Rear, in Springfield, MA sells high quality recycled 
building materials – including granite countertops, lighting and bathroom fixtures, tile, 
and lumber.  Call 413-788-6900 or go to www.restoreonline.org . 

6. (Existing homes) Would you like to donate the materials we remove to the ReStore, or 
have the ReStore bid on the deconstruction services? The ReStore is a non-profit 
organization in Springfield to which builders donate used building materials and receive a 
tax deduction.  The Restore can pick up materials at the site and also can bid on 
deconstruction services for your job.

7. Tell them whether their home site good solar access  to the south (southeast and 
southwest are great, too).  Have they thought about a solar [hot water or electricity] 
system for their roof?  CET can provide the client with information about solar suppliers, 
incentives, and tax credits for solar.


